Instructions for Authors

Submission of papers is welcomed for consideration.  Papers should not have been published elsewhere, or submitted simultaneously to other journals. Previous oral presentations should be noted by the author.

The following types of contributions will be considered:

· Papers describing original research,

· Literature reviews of 3,000 to 10,000 words,
· Short Communications making one novel point with a minimum of detail, ideally not exceeding 3 pages.
Peer review
All contributions will be peer reviewed, and may require revisions before final acceptance.  

Manuscripts

Papers should not normally exceed 10,000 words, with allowance made for tables and illustrations. 
All submissions should be made by email to: kmevans@smithers.com
SI units must be used throughout.
References should be listed at the end of the text, numbered in order of citation, denoted by superscript numbers in the text.  For periodicals they should read: name of author(s), journal, volume number, year of issue (in parentheses), page number.  For books: name of author(s), title, city and country of origin, year of issue (in parentheses).  For conference papers: author(s), conference name, paper number, location, year of event (in parentheses), proceedings publisher.
Illustrations

Since the journals are published in mono, please do not submit colour illustrations.
Computer generated graphics can be accepted in a number of formats (e.g. TIFF, Autocad, EPS). No amendments can be made to the illustrations supplied.
ALL BOOKMARKS AND HYPERLINKS ARE TO BE REMOVED BEFORE SUBMISSION
Photographs
A scale, where appropriate, should be marked or indicated in the figure caption.

Copyright

Upon acceptance of an article, the author(s) will be asked to transfer the copyright to Smithers Rapra. 
Author’s traditional rights will not be affected.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((
Authors wishing to submit manuscripts, which must be sent by e-mail, should send them to: Kate Evans.
email: kmevans@smithers.com
GUIDELINES FOR ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION:

Manuscripts must be sent via e-mail. Please prepare in Word or related format. We do not accept PDF files.
Software and format:
Pre-layout editing is usually carried out at Smithers Rapra using Microsoft Word. Page layout is carried out using Adobe Pagemaker desk top publishing software for Macintosh, plus Adobe Table, ChemDraw and MathType where applicable. Graphics and illustrations are manipulated in either Adobe Photoshop version 4 or Macromedia FreeHand version 7.

We can accept most graphics formats, although .EPS, .TIF or .BMP files are preferred.  

Please do not use complex formatting commands, as the manuscript will be styled in-house according to Smithers Rapra design specifications.

Please use a word processing package in preference to a DTP package.  If you have to use DTP software, please export the file in a word processing format, e.g. Microsoft Word.

Please label the file names, and indicate the journal to which you are submitting the manuscript.

Illustrative material

Required resolution:  
photographs: 240+dpi

                               
line drawings: 300-400+dpi

Colours: black and white or greyscale. Do not submit colour illustrations as the journals are published in mono.
Spectra and similar analytical outputs

These can be accepted electronically if they are provided in any of the graphic formats referred to previously.  Please ensure that they are stored as black and white only.

Chemical structures and reaction schemes

At Smithers Rapra we use ChemDraw (Mac version) but we can accept structures from other packages, provided the files are exported in any of the graphic file formats discussed above.

Graphs

Graphs may be exported from spreadsheet software and presentation software e.g. Harvard Graphics and PowerPoint. These can be accepted if they are exported to standard file format such as .TIF, .EPS, .BMP.  They must be black and white, we cannot accept coloured graphs.  Fill patterns must be clearly distinguishable for bar charts, pie charts etc.

Subject areas for each journal follow: 
PROGRESS IN RUBBER PLASTICS & RECYCLING TECHNOLOGY
AIMS AND SCOPE

Progress in Rubber Plastics & Recycling Technology is an international peer reviewed journal for all those involved in the rubber & plastics industries. The journal aims to bridge the gap between research and development and the practical, commercial applications of polymers in a wide range of industries.

Current developments and likely future trends are covered across key areas of the polymer industry, together with existing and potential opportunities for the innovative use of plastic and rubber products.  The challenges facing the industry, such as environmental and legislative pressures, stricter quality requirements and the need for recycling, are also included. It also aims to provide a forum in which specialised contributors may discuss the most recent scientific and technical advances in the recovery and recycling of plastics and rubber.

The journal will cater for those who want original research results in refereed articles, but will not neglect those seeking broader reviews of activities in the commercial sector.

The subject area includes the following:

· Coding and labelling,

· Collection and separation,

· Co-mingled products,

· De-polymerisation technology,

· Energy recovery methods,

· Life cycle analysis,

· Measurement of impurities,

· Product design,

· Reprocessing technology

·  end-user sector reviews,

·  additives and their effects on the environment,

·  properties and performance of specific materials,

·  overviews of the current position of emerging materials and processes.

CELLULAR POLYMERS 

AIMS & SCOPE

Cellular Polymers deals not only with every type of foamed polymer, from elastomeric materials to rigid plastics, but also raw materials, the manufacturing processes and the application technology. 

Cellular Polymers is concerned with the science of foamed materials, the technology  and state of the  art for processing and fabricating them, the engineering techniques and principles of the machines used to produce them economically, and their applications in very varied and wide ranging uses where they are making an increasingly valuable contribution.

Potential problems for the industry are also covered, including fire performance of materials, CFC-replacement technology, recycling and environmental legislation.  Reviews of technical and commercial advances in the manufacturing and application technologies are also welcomed.

Cellular Polymers covers these and other related topics and also pays particular attention to the ways in which the science and technology of Cellular Polymers is being developed throughout the world. 

POLYMERS & POLYMER COMPOSITES
AIMS & SCOPE

This international peer reviewed journal welcomes original research paper on any of the following topics.

Structure, properties, characterisation, processing and in-service performance of:

· engineering plastics, whether reinforced or not,

· any polymers, or polyblends intended for engineering use (including structural, load-bearing, electronic and electrical applications),

· fibre reinforced and particulate filled plastics,

· structural adhesives,

· textile fibres,

· wood,

· biomaterials with a load bearing capacity, including polymer-based dental  materials

Short communications, equivalent to two printed pages, making one novel point are also welcomed, as are literature reviews.

POLYMERS FROM RENEWABLE RESOURCES
AIMS & SCOPE

 ‘Polymers from Renewable Resources’ will publish leading research that is focused on the development of renewable polymers and their application in the production of industrial, consumer, and medical products.    

Subjects covered in this journal will include biopolymers, biodegradable, environmental impact, life cycle analysis, materials selection, plastics processing, product development.

What are renewable resources? Renewable resources are ones that can be replaced by natural processes at an equal or faster rate than it is consumed. 

Renewable polymer industry is growing rapidly as it is attractive to industry and consumers:

· Reduces carbon emissions 

· Reduction of landfill due to biodegradability and are combustible 

· Lessens dependence on oil 

Subjects to be covered in the journal:

· Synthesis, Characterization, Properties of materials prepared using renewable resources. 

· Monomers, including: 

· Terpenes 

· Furans 

· Oligomers, including rosins, tannins, vegetable oils 

· Lactic Acid 

· Natural polymers: 

· Polysaccharides (Cellulose, Starch, Chitins etc.)

· Proteins (Gluten, keratins, etc.)

· Lignin 

· Suberin 

· Macromolecules, 

· synthesized by microorganisms (bacterial cellulose, polyhydroxyalkanoates)

· others

· Biocomposites

· Production Processes 

· End of Life Strategies 


The progressive decline of fossil resources, together with the ongoing increases in oil prices, has initiated an increase in the search for alternatives based on renewable resources for the production of energy. The prevalence of petroleum and carbon based chemistry for the production of organic chemical goods has generated a variety of initiatives aimed at replacing fossil sources with renewable counterparts. In particular, major efforts are being conducted in polymer science and technology to prepare macromolecular materials based on renewable resources. Also gaining momentum is the utilisation of vegetable biomass either by the separation of its components and their development or after suitable chemical modification. 
APPLIED POLYMER COMPOSITES
AIMS & SCOPE

The aim of this journal will be to provide a balance between materials science and mechanics aspects, basic and applied research, and high technology and high volume (low cost) composite development. 

The Journal offers rapid and reliable communication of new basic fundamental results and of experience gained during development of technology from laboratory to pilot plant to industry and finally into the market. The Journal aims to bridge the gap between research and development and the practical, commercial applications of polymers in a wide range of industries. 

Current developments and likely future trends will be covered across key areas of the composites industry, together with existing and potential opportunities for the innovative use of composites materials. 

Fundamental research papers, rapid communications, short communications and review articles will all be considered.  Current topics of interest to include:  nanocomposites, smart composites, textile composites, thermoplastic and thermoset composites and applications in all aspects of technology, commerce and industry including automobiles, aerospace, biomaterials, electronics, engineering and high technology, and other relevant areas. 

Applied Polymer Composites publishes manuscripts on – (i) Research (ii) Development (iii) Technology-Transfer (iv) Techno-economic feasibility through (i) Research Papers (ii) Short Papers (iii) Rapid communications (iv) Case studies (v) Techno-economic studies (vi) project feasibilities (vii) pilot plant experience (viii) technology transfer results (ix) commercial experience

